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disposed to lay the framework of their relations in larger 
molds than those which broke beneath them. 

With our ninety million people drawn from Alpine 
and Mediterranean, Danubean, Baltic, and Slavic 
stocks; with a culture blended from these different 
affluents, we hold that progress lies in the predomi- 
nance of none, and that the civilization of each nation 
needs to be refreshed by that cross-breeding with the 
genius and the type of other human groups, that blend- 
ing which began on the coast lands and islands of the 
iEgean Sea, where European civilization first drew its 
sources from the Euphrates and the Nile. 

With memories of the tyranny which provoked our 
Revolution, with the travail still upon us by which we 
in our turn have paid for the enslavement of a people, 
with the bitterness only now assuaged which marked 
our period of mistrust and reconstruction, we bear wit- 
ness that boundaries should be set where not force, but 
justice and consanguinity direct, and that, however 
boundaries fall, liberty and the flowering-out of native 
cultures should be secure. 

With our fair challenge to the spirit of the east and 
to the chivalry of the west in standing for the open door 
in China when that Empire, now turned Republic, was 
threatened by dismemberment, we call for the freeing 
of the ports of every ocean from special privilege based 
on territorial claims, throwing them open with equal 
chance to all who by their ability and energy can serve 
new regions to their mutual benefit. 

With the faith we have kept with Cuba, the regard 
we have shown for the integrity of Mexico, and our 
preparations for the independence of the Philippine 
Islands, we urge the framing of a common colonial pol- 
icy which shall put down the predatory exploitation 
that has embroiled the west and oppressed the east, 
and shall stand for an opportunity for each latent and 
backward race to build up according to its own genius. 
By our full century of ruthless waste of forest, ore, 
and fuel; by the vision whicli has come to us in these 
later days of conserving to the permanent uses of the 
people the water power and natural wealth of our pub- 
lic domain, we propose the laying down of a planetary 
policy of conservation. 

By that tedium and monotony of life and labor for 
vast companies of people which, when war drums sound, 
goads the field worker to forsake his harvest and the 
wage-earner to leap from his bench, we hold that the 
ways of peace should be so cast as to make stirring ap- 
peal to the heroic qualities in men, and give common 
utterance to the rhythm and beauty of national feeling. 
By the joy of our people in the conquest of a con- 
tinent; by the rousing of all Europe when the great 
navigators threw open the new Indies and the New 
World, we stand for such a scheming-out of our joint 
existence that the achieving instincts among men, not. 
as one nation against another, nor as one class against 
another, but as one generation after another shall have 
freedom to come into their own. 

Jane Addams, Prof. Emily G. Balch, Edward T. 
Devine, John Palmer Gavit, Rev. John Haynes 
Holmes, Hamilton Holt, Frederic C. Howe, 
Prof. William I. Hull, Florence Kelley, Paul 
TJ. Kellogg, Hon. William Kent, Prof. Samuel 
McCune Lindsay, Judge Julian W. Mack, 
George W. Nasmyth, Graham Taylor, Lillian 
P. Wald, Mornay Williams, Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise. 
— Copyrighted by Survey Associates, Inc., 1915. 



Our Duty to Europe and to Ourselves.* 

By Morris Hillquit. 

When mankind will become truly humanized it will 
look back upon the history of the past seven months as 
on an incredible and hideous cosmic nightmare. 

Until the beginning of August of last year Europe 
was peopled by normal and civilized human beings. 
They seemed rational and peaceful. They tilled the soil 
and operated their industries. They promoted science 
and cultivated the arts. They had human interests, 
pleasures and joys, sorrows and struggles. They were 
organized for the maintenance of life. Human life was 
sacred to them. 

Then one day the millions of men of Europe suddenly 
threw away their ploughs and their tools, forsook their 
homes and firesides, and went forth to murder each 
other. It is as if a destructive and malicious spirit had 
suddenly taken possession of their bodies, minds, and 
souls and rendered them mad. 

All Europe is afflicted with homicidal mania, and this 
mania grows more acute and deadly every day. Every 
morning tens of millions of human beings awake with a 
determination to destroy the lives of their fellow-men, 
and every day they slaughter each other in the regular 
routine of their work. Murder has become the main 
aim and pursuit and the sole regular industry of Europe. 

Can America remain indifferent to this appalling situ- 
ation ? 

Every day that this war continues human dignity and 
human worth are debased. Can this nation escape the 
demoralizing effects of the universal debasement? 

I hold that the United States has vital interests and 
imperative duties in this war, interests and duties vastly 
greater than those of any other neutral nation. The 
neutral countries of Europe are few and small and their 
neutrality hangs by a slim thread. The United States 
is larger, stronger, and more important than all neutral 
countries of Europe combined. We are removed from 
the actual seat of the conflict by three thousand miles of 
ocean. We have no material interest in the sanguinary 
contest. We have been placed in the position of the 
main, if not the sole, guardian of human civilization, a 
position we have never held before, and perhaps never 
will hold again. We must prove true to the trust which 
history has imposed on us. We must exert every atom 
of power that is within us to bring about a speedy and 
lasting peace between the nations, and we must devote 
the better part of our thoughts and efforts to the task of 
banishing the unspeakable disgrace of war forever. 

And we can largely contribute to the accomplishment 
of both tasks. 

If the people of this country will be loud, consistent, 
and persistent in the expression of their horror at the 
criminal insanity of the war, day after day in the pulpit, 
platform, and press, their constant exhortations may 
ultimately have a sobering effect on the blood-intoxicated 
European combatants. If our people, through their 
government, will urge peace upon the belligerent na- 
tions, emphatically and repeatedly without regard to 
diplomatic conventions, they will perhaps find willing 
ears at some psychological turn of events. 

But, above all, we can set to the rest of the world an 



* Address before Emergency Conference of Peace Forces, 
at Sinai Temple, Chicago, February 28. 
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inspiring example of a nation at peace with its neighbors. 
We can demonstrate that a modern country may become 
great and prosperous and powerful without bloodshed. 

For, after all, the sanguinary war between the Euro- 
pean nations is only an extension in aggravated form of 
the bitter warfare that has been raging within the bosom 
of each nation for generations. Modern civilization is 
not based on peace and harmony. It is rooted in strife 
and struggle and war. 

After many centuries of laborious effort and progress 
we of today have at last reached a point which makes it 
possible for all human beings to enjoy life in ease and 
comfort. We have spun the globe with a network of 
railroads, steamboats, and telegraphs. We have har- 
nessed the forces of nature and made them subservient 
to our will. We have invented wonderful machinery 
and ingenuous methods of wealth production. We can 
create enough of things we need to satisfy all reasonable 
wants of all reasonable human beings, and to enable 
them to live in peace and harmony with each other with- 
out ugly quarrels over food or wealth, without strife and 



war. 



But instead of enjoying our common heritage con- 
leetively and rationally, we fight over slices of it indi- 
vidually and savagely. Under the prevailing anarchy, 
miscalled "social order," every person is sent out into the 
world to grab what he can for himself by merit, violence, 
and cunning and in hostility to everybody else. Our in- 
dustrial life is a war of all against all. Worker and 
worker fight for a job. Employer and employes fight for 
their shares of the product. Capitalist and capitalist 
fight for trade. Nation and nation fight for the world 
market. And so we have strikes and lockouts and bank- 
ruptcies and ruin within each country and wholesale 
murder between the countries. 

For let there be no mistake. The ghastly war which 
is shaking Europe in its very foundations has been 
caused by the rivalry between the capitalists of different* 
nations for foreign markets and colonies. It is not a 
war of patriots. It is a war of traders. The murder 
of the Austrian archduke was a pretext. The diplomatic 
negotiations between Austria and Servia, Germany and 
Eussia, France and England, were incidents. They pre- 
cipitated and fashioned the outbreak of hostilities, but 
they did not make the war. The war of today was fore- 
ordained when the nations of Europe went out to steal 
slices of the remaining globe for their merchants and 
manufacturers. It was practically declared when they 
created their stupendous armies and navies "for the 
preservation of peace." Europe was at war to all in- 
tents and purposes for many years before the first shot 
was fired before Liege. 

With this tragic example before it, the United States 
stands at the parting of the ways. It may follow the 
fatal course of Europe or it may set up new standards of 
civilization in history. Alreadv we hear voices among 
us in favor of increased armament for the security of 
the nation, for the preservation of peace. We may heed 
the voice of alarm and embark upon a policy of mili- 
tarism ; erect powerful fortresses all along our extensive 
coast lines; build a navy sufficiently strong to control 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and organize an army 
strong enough and numerous enough to overcome the 
military force of any other nation. We may put our 
young men under arms and set our older men and our 
women and children to the task of feeding them. We 



may crush the people under the heavy burdens of a 
voracious militarism, and finally fall into a sanguinary 
cataclysm by preparing for it. 

Or we may reject all military and naval preparations 
and stake our future on the firm determination to main- 
tain peace under all circumstances. We may avoid all 
danger of war by removing all causes that make for war. 
Economically, geographically, ethnologically, and his- 
torically we are in a better position to escape war than 
any country ever was. We have no neighbors on the 
east and west. We have no cause for quarrel with our 
neighbors on the north and south. Our territory is 
ample for our population many times over. We need 
no foreign markets and no colonies. Our country is so 
large and rich and varied that it furnishes us all the 
means of life within its own borders. Importation of 
goods is not essential to our existence or welfare; ex- 
portation is often a crime. We have millions of men, 
women, and children right here in the United States 
who suffer for lack of food and other necessaries of life. 
Let us feed them and provide for their needs, and we 
will have little to send out to foreign countries. We 
have not one legitimate cause for struggle over foreign 
trade, for international bickering, quarrels, entangle- 
ments, and wars, save the desire of our capitalists for 
foreign investments and profits. 

Away with these investments and profits! They are 
not worth the life of a nation. Let our people devote 
all the colossal resources, energies, and ingenuity which 
the European nations waste on militarism and war to 
the peaceful pursuits of industry and to the task of 
securing social justice among themselves. Let us abol- 
ish competition, exploitation, and economic strife; let 
us organize our country, its wealth and work, on a basis 
of harmonious co-operation and collective enjoyment. 
Let us make social peace at home, and we shall be at 
peace with the world, and the world will follow in our 
lead. Peace among nations must be based on peace 
among men.- 

A Day of Woe. 

By Bembert G. Smith. 

The house of prayer is empty now, 
The hymn of praise no more is heard ; 

TJnbreathed, the sinner's humble vow; 
Unspoken, warnings from God's Word! 

The fields on which did gently fall 

The early and the latter rain 
And sunlight free from God to all, 

Are white with wheat, but all in vain ! 

Deserted, too, the marts of trade, 
Emptied the streets of busy throngs, 

While peaceful commerce shrinks dismayed 
As war clouds lower with woeful wrongs! 

The air above is full of shame 

As war defiles hftr virgin patbs, 
With navies hot with hate's own flame, 

TJncooled by thoughts of aftermaths! 

Behold, O God, the day grows late, 

But Thy footstool is red again, 
And not outworn the primal hate 

Which moved the murd'rous heart of Cain ! 



